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The mission of the Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs (OES) 
is to advance sustainable international development through leadership in four priority areas: 
climate change, health and water, environmental protection, and science and technology. OES 
works largely through diplomatic engagement to achieve global consensus on these issues. 
Increasingly, however, the Bureau is using targeted foreign assistance funding to strengthen global 
partnerships and build the capacity of key institutions, so that partners have the tools needed to 
comply with the commitments the OES and the international community are asking them to make. 
To accomplish this, OES foreign assistance in FY 2009 was focused on strengthening partner 
institutions, training and workshops, and deploying and financing clean technologies. OES 
collaborates closely with other United States Government (USG) and multilateral actors in program 
design and implementation. 

Achieving global agreement to address climate change and concerted action on deep greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions reductions is the Bureau's foremost objective. To achieve global emissions 
reduction, countries with large and rapidly growing emissions such as India and China must have the 
financial and regulatory systems, institutions, and technologies to facilitate clean development. OES 
assists them to develop these capabilities by providing training to improve emissions inventories and 
monitoring, and by facilitating access to technologies such as methane capture and recovery. As 
U.S. assistance alone cannot achieve transformation, OES energy programs also seek to leverage 
international and private sector funds. Finally, OES seeks to address deforestation and forest 
degradation, which together are the second leading cause of global warming, and the main source of 
emissions in most developing countries. 



Programs discussed in this publication are funded through the Department of State. The U.S. Agency for International 
Development does not currently provide direct assistance to OES. 
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Promoting sustainable resource management through effective governance and multilateral 
partnerships is another core OES objective. OES assistance programs support ongoing diplomatic 
efforts by developing systems and networks to stop timber and wildlife poaching, training coral reef 
managers, and improving fisheries stock monitoring and management in the Pacific. 

Improving access to water is vital to both human health and international peace and security. OES's 
work in this area contributes to the USG-wide effort to increase access to drinking water and 
sanitation, improve water resources management, and increase water productivity. While the U.S. 
Agency for International Development and the Millennium Challenge Corporation are primary 
funders and implementers of large-scale water-related projects, OES uses program funds to help 
build political will and catalyze regional and global action to address water and sanitation challenges. 

Highlights by Program Objective 



Investing in People 

OES strengthened four regional and global institutions working in water and sanitation issues 
through capacity-building grants in FY 2009. 

OES programs continued to support the development and dissemination of best practices and case 
studies on Water Safety Plans (WSPs), which are health-based risk analyses of community water 
supply systems. OES supported the establishment of a Latin America and Caribbean Water Safety 
Plan Network to advance the application of WSPs in the region. OES also funded capacity-building 
activities to help the Caribbean Environmental Health Institute promote WSP implementation in 
the Caribbean region. These activities included evaluating impacts of local WSPs and providing 
WSP training to all water providers in Jamaica. As a result, both organizations are better equipped 
to help their partners use WSPs to guide the investment of resources for water systems to maximize 
health benefits. 

• OES also worked with the World Health Organization (WHO) on an ongoing project to test 
the prototype of a manual for costing improvements to drinking water systems in low- 
income communities. OES sponsored a meeting of technical experts from 6 countries in 
South Asia to share their experience with the manual to estimate costs for 13 water supply 
projects in their own communities. WHO incorporated lessons from the six countries into a 
new guidance document for wide distribution. As a result, WHO is providing better 
information to communities trying to plan and budget drinking water improvements. 

• OES supported the efforts of the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council 
(WSSCC), a global multi-stakeholder organization under the auspices of the United Nations. 
OES funds helped the WSSCC raise awareness of sanitation and hygiene issues and share 
best practices for advocacy at international events such as the 2009 World Water Week in 
Stockholm, Sweden. As a result, more water professionals have high-quality advocacy tools 
and materials to help them promote sustainable water supply, sanitation, and hygiene 
programs. 

Economic Growth 

OES foreign assistance programs support two major environmental objectives: global agreement 
and action on emissions reduction, and sustainable management of natural resources, including 
forests, fisheries, coral, and wildlife. 
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In FY 2009, programs under the Asia— Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and Climate 
(APP) continued to advance the Bureau's climate change goals by promoting the conditions 
necessary for clean development in China and India, two of the world's largest GHG emitters. The 
APP has been widely cited as a model for sectoral cooperation and public-private sector 
cooperation, and has provided significant diplomatic benefits by improving relationships with key 
interlocutors, particularly China and India. 

• Over 4,000 officials and business leaders in India and China were trained in energy 
consumption and GHG monitoring. APP projects generated $18.5 million in outside cost- 
sharing, and used $3.8 million in funding to leverage at least $102 million in additional 
financing for clean energy development. In India, for example, one green energy firm 
trained 400 workers and created 430 jobs from APP seed money. An OES-Department of 
Energy electricity sector program led two Indian states to put up $20 million to implement 
efficient lighting programs. Four more states are interested, and India's Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency is scaling the program up nationally. APP research showed that applying India's 
Energy Conservation Building Codes would bring 38 percent energy savings in commercial 
buildings. Regulatory accomplishments include passage of favorable tariffs for renewable 
energy, shifting from energy production to green investment tax credits, and signed 
agreements for one-megawatt solar power generation plants. 

• In China, achievements include a sister city clean energy partnership that was cemented by a 
private sector trade delegation, and a pledge by an international sporting goods industry 
federation to require Chinese and other suppliers to reduce their carbon footprint through 
energy efficiency. This commitment will be implemented in part through a technical 
assistance agreement signed with the city of Shanghai. U.S. programs have begun to take 
successful local techniques for reducing demand for electricity in China, and spread them 
throughout China. The same project also helped establish an electricity-demand best- 
practices center in Beijing, select 20 provincial factories for energy audits, and develop a pilot 
information platform to reduce power loss and improve grid reliability. With APP funding, 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is improving the abiUty of Chinese experts to 
prepare rigorous and transparent GHG inventories. 

The Methane-to-Markets program, administered by EPA, continued to meet its clean energy training 
and technology deployment goals in FY 2009, and made strides in attracting private funding for 
methane-recovery projects. 

• Ongoing recovery projects produced cumulative emissions reductions of 9.3 million metric 
tons of CO2 equivalent 

OES also began to see diplomatic and programmatic results this year from its participation in the 
World Bank Forest Carbon Partnership Facility, which helps developing countries buUd capacity for 
reducing emissions from deforestation. In FY 2009: 

• The OES contribution not only guaranteed the USG a seat on the decision-making board, it 
helped the Facility's Readiness Fund identify 37 developing countries for potential grants to 
estimate their national forest carbon stocks and sources of forest emissions, and to design 
strategies for reducing emissions. Eighteen proposals were submitted, and grants were 
awarded to Guyana, Indonesia, and Panama. 
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OES biodiversity programs made progress towards a core bureau objective of promoting sustainable 
management of natural resources through training and strengthening of partnerships. 

• In tropical forest management, conference participants shared tools for implementing 
sustainable forest management in Asia, including corporate social responsibility. China 
voiced commitment to the Asian Partnership on Forests and openness to future 
collaboration on sustainable timber trade. A web-based alert system on illegal logging in 
Indonesia was completed. Coral Crime Scene Investigation training workshops continued; 
outcomes include more legally-enforced fines and workshops repUcated in other regions 
without USG funding. Judicial training under the ASEAN-WildHfe Enforcement Network 
led to increased interdiction of trafficked animals; this model wiU be used to develop a 
regional network in South Asia and Central America. 

• OES support and engagement on the South Pacific Tuna Treaty contributes to improve 
employment opportunities, food security, and sustainable use of fisheries resources in 
Western and Central Pacific. In trade and investment, OES assistance helped build technical 
and human resource capacity in the fisheries sectors, and improved fisheries monitoring 
control and surveillance tools. The fishing industry of the western and central Pacific had a 
successful year; fish prices were higher than in recent years, and demand for fishing 
opportunities and fisheries products increased. In resource management, OES programs 
helped boost the number of fisheries observers available to accompany crews at sea and 
record data. Nauru passed new fishing regulations, and the Marshall Islands are in the 
process of legislating fisheries closures and gear restrictions to reduce fishing on depleted 
stocks. An integrated Vessel Monitoring System was launched in FY 2009 to track ship 
activities in the Pacific and monitor compliance with conservation regulations. 
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